Nuclear DNA content and nucleolar organizer regions in colorectal cancer.
The prognostic value of nuclear DNA content and argyrophilic nucleolar organizer regions (AgNOR) is still controversial in colorectal cancer. Sixty patients with colorectal cancer were studied by flow cytometric DNA analysis and AgNOR measurement, and their prognostic significance was tested. DNA index was closely linked to depth of invasion and lymph node metastasis, while AgNOR count did not correlate with such parameters. The survival curve was strongly influenced by depth of invasion, lymph node metastasis, and Dukes' stage but was not affected by DNA ploidy and AgNOR count. These results indicate that neither DNA ploidy nor AgNOR count correlates with survival of patients, although DNA ploidy is linked to progression of colorectal cancer.